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Lecture  Abstract  
  
Small  states  are  often  regarded  as  the  most  insignificant  amongst  state  actors  when  they  are  ranked  in  
terms  of  land  size,  population  profile  and  military  power.  Neorealist  policymakers  would  advocate  that  
alliances  should  be  pursued  with  friendly  great  powers.  Liberals  might  argue  that  instead  of  making  
alliances,  small  states  stand  a  better  chance  of  survival  if  they  formed  or  joined  coalitions  that  upheld  
international  norms  and  rules  binding  strong  and  weak  states  alike.  Constructivists  and  creative  diplomats  
may  however  argue  that  joining  alliances  will  ironically  bring  about  the  very  insecurity  they  were  meant  to  
banish.  Small  states  within  an  alliance  system  may  tempt  aggressors  to  conclude  that  their  security  
concerns  are  completely  aligned  with  the  political  preferences  of  their  great  power  patrons,  hence  painting  
them  as  easy  targets  of  opportunity  for  subversion  and  conquest  by  their  great  power  patron’s  rivals.  
Additionally,  small  states’  policy  autonomy  will  quickly  become  constrained  by  their  great  power  patron.  
These  and  other  complications  are  examined  by  three  country  presentations  offering  diverse  policy  analyses  
of  alliance  shelter,  abstinence  from  alliances,  and  possibly  resort  to  virtual  alliances.  Different  degrees  of  a  
non-­aligned  foreign  policy  may  also  prove  to  be  a  necessary  tactical  accessory  for  small  states  attempting  to  
maximize  alliance  utilities.  
  
Title  1:  How  do  Small  States  Flourish?  Small  States’  Relationships  with  Larger  Powers  viewed  
through  the  Icelandic  Case.  
  
The  lecture  will  focus  on  the  importance  of  small  states  to  make  particular  domestic  and  external  
arrangements  in  order  to  prosper.  It  will  in  particular  examine  the  importance  of  small  states  to  seek  political,  
economic  and  societal  shelter  provided  by  larger  states  and  regional  and  international  organizations.  The  
lecture  will  present  a  new  small  state  theory,  the  shelter  theory,  on  the  behaviour  of  small  states  in  the  
international  system  recently  published  in  the  book  titled  ‘Small  States  and  Shelter  Theory:  Iceland’s  
External  Affairs’.  It  will  use  the  case  of  Iceland  and  its  relations  with  its  larger  neighbouring  states  and  
international  organizations  in  order  to  show  the  importance  for  small  states  to  be  provided  with  shelter  by  
larger  powers.  
  
Title  2:  Taiwan:  An  Unusual  Small  State  and  Its  Unusual  Alliance  
  
Since  1949,  the  enduring  hostility  across  the  Taiwan  Straits  has  made  Taiwan  depend  on  the  United  States  
(US)  for  balancing  China.  The  defence  treaty  between  Washington  and  Taipei  shaped  the  triangular  
relations  of  extended  deterrence.  However,  the  Republic  of  China  (ROC),  the  regime  in  Taiwan,  gradually  
lost  its  diplomatic  war  with  its  Communist  counterpart,  People’s  Republic  of  China  (PRC),  in  the  1970s,  and  
it  led  the  US  to  shift  its  official  recognition  to  the  PRC.  Thereafter,  the  relations  between  Taipei  and  
Washington  became  unofficial.  Despite  the  Taiwan  Relations  Act,  different  American  administrations  have  
demonstrated  diverse  approaches  to  Taiwan.  Vice  versa,  the  ROC  regime’s  democratisation  also  reshapes  
its  relations  with  the  US.  Two  volatile  democracies  conducting  an  unofficial  relationship  in  the  face  of  a  rising  
China  constitute  the  unique  nature  of  Taiwan’s  alliance  with  a  superpower.”  
  
Title  3:  Polycentric  Alliances:  Economic  Diplomacy,  Regionalism  and  Multilateralism  in  Bangladeshi  
Foreign  Policy  
      
When  Bangladesh  achieved  independence    in  1971,  very  few  observers  thought  the  nation  would  survive.  
The  country  possessed  a  large  population  and  a  war-­torn  agrarian  economy.  For  much  of  the  first  three  
decades  of  its  existence  the  country  made  headlines  only  when  there  was  a  natural  disaster.  Today,  nearly  
50  years  on,  the  country  has  not  only  survived,  but  is  also  rapidly  transforming  itself  into  one  of  the  fastest  
growing  economies  in  the  world  with  its  impressive  annual  economic  growth  rate  of  more  than  seven  
percent.  This  presentation  argues  that  Bangladesh  has  pursued  a  “friendship  with  all  and  malice  with  none”  
strategy  as  enshrined  by  Sheikh  Mujibur  Rahman,  the  founding  Father  of  the  Nation.  Well  aware  of  its  
geographic  location,  Bangladesh  emphasises  a  foreign  policy  reliant  on  regional  and  multilateral  cooperation  
mechanisms.  Bangladesh  is  also  actively  pursuing  economic  diplomacy  in  order  to  ensure  its  survival  in  the  
challenging  global  market.  The  presentation  argues  that  alliances  can  no  longer  be  seen  in  linear,  monolithic  



or  absolute  terms,  but  instead  alliances  can  be  polycentric  based  on  a  small  state’s  functional  needs.  
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