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Small States and Shelter Theory: Iceland's Shelter-Seeking Behaviour. Presentation at a seminar at the 
Department of Global Political Studies, Malmö University, Sweden, 22 May 2019.   
 
Framtíðin: Veðjað á volduð ríki eða alþjóðastofnanir? (Should Iceland seek shelter provided by larger states 
or international organizations?) Presentation at The Annual Conference on Iceland's Foreign Policy 
(watch) organised by the Institute of International Affairs at the University of Iceland, Reykjavik, 24 April 
2019.   
 
Iceland's Engagements with China and Russia. Presentation at a Symposium on Russia and China's Political 
Interference Activities in NATO Small States at the Woodrow Wilson Center. Event Co-sponsors: 
Kissinger Institute and Kennan Institute. The symposium is part of the Small States and the New Security 
Environment (SSANSE) Project funded by NATO-SPS, Washington DC, 8 April 2019.   
 
Shelter Theory and Iceland's Shelter-Seeking behaviour. Presentation at the seminar Sheltering, security and 
small states: Nordic responses to a changing geopolitical context at the Norwegian Institute of 
International Affairs (NUPI), Oslo, Norway, 7 March 2019.   
 
Nordicness as a shelter: the case of Iceland. Presentation at the seminar 'From Nordic Exceptionalism to a third 
order priority - variations of ''Nordicness'' in foreign and security policy', Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 
Finland and the Finnish Institute of International Affairs at Hanaholmen, Helsinki, 5 March 2019.   
 
Small States in the International System: The case of Iceland. Presentation and discussion with students at 
Williams College, USA, 28 February 2019.   
 
Small States and Shelter Theory: Iceland's External Affairs. Presentation at the conference The Statecraft of 
Small States: Foreign Policy and Survival Strategies, organised by the National University of Singapore 
(NUS), Singapore 27 February 2019.   
 
Small States and Shelter Theory. Presentation at the conference New Security Challenges and Policies, 
organized by the Finnish International Studies Association and held in Majvik, Finland, 18 January 2019.   
 



Small States and Shelter Theory: Iceland's External Affairs. Presentation at the Finnish Institute of International 
Affairs, Helsinki, Finland, 21 January 2019.   
 
2018 
 
Icelandic Independence 100 years: The Foreign Policy of a Very Small State. Presentation at the Department of 
Political Science, University of Copenhagen, 4 December 2018.   
 
Í skjóli voldugra nágranna: Utanríkisstefna Íslands (Shelter provided by powerful neighbouring states: Iceland's 
foreign policy). Presentation at the Rotaryclub of Reykjavík, Hotel Saga, 7 November 2018.   
 
The Importance of Shelter for Small States. Presentation at a conference on Iceland's External Affairs: Which 
world actors have and will provide Iceland with shelter?, The Institute of International Affairs, The Centre 
for Small State Studies, Faculty of Political Science, The Icelandic Political Science Association at the 
University of Iceland, 23 October 2018.   
 
Iceland's Participation in the European Project: Shelter or Trap? Presentation at a conference on Iceland's 
External Affairs: Which world actors have and will provide Iceland with shelter?, The Institute of 
International Affairs, The Centre for Small State Studies, Faculty of Political Science, The Icelandic 
Political Science Association at the University of Iceland, 23 October 2018.  
 
Iceland and its Arctic Policy. Presentation at the seminar Lessons from home: Building Arctic identities in the 
international system at the Arctic Circle, Reykjavik, 20 October 2018.   
 
Review – Democracy in Small states: Persisting Against All Odds. Presentation at a book launch of Democracy in 
Small States: Persisting Against All Odds by Jack Corbett and Wouter Veenendaal, at the Centre for Small 
States, Queen Mary University of London, 18 October 2018.   
 
Small states' campaigns to get a seat in the United Nations Security Council: Austria and Iceland, at a workshop on 
Small States in the UNSC, Göteborgs Universitet, Sweden, 6 December 2018.   
 
Small States in Europe: Towards a Cross-Disciplinary Approach. Presentation at a seminar on Cross-Disciplinary 
Approach in Small State Studies, at the University of Malta, 28 September 2018.   
 
Iceland's Foreign Policy in a New Era, with Pia Hansson. Presentation at a seminar on Nordic power 
repertories in a changing geopolitical landscape at the 12th Pan-European Conference on International 
Relations in Prague, 13 September 2018.   
 
Small States in Turbulent Times: Domestic Buffer and External Shelter, opening presentation at an international 
conference, Small States and the New Security Environment (SSANSE), hosted by the Centre for Small 
State Studies at the University of Iceland and the NATO Science for Peace and Security Programme, 26 
June 2018.   
 
The Quest for Power in International Politics: The Campaign by Iceland to the United Nations Security Council for the 
period of 2009-2010, with Jóna Sólveig Elínardóttir. Presentation in a Seminar on International Affairs, at a 
conference hosted by the Icelandic Political Science Association (IPSA), 15 June 2018.   
 
Iceland: A Nordic/Arctic Small State Building its Foreign Policy, with Pia Hansson and Auður Birna 
Stefánsdóttir. Presentation in a Seminar on International Affairs, at a conference hosted by the Icelandic 
Political Science Association (IPSA), 15 June 2018.   
 
Small states and the new Trump era: Do the Nordic and Baltic states need a new shelter provider?, lecture at an open 
workshop, co-funded by the EU's Erasmus+ programme, Small States and the Changing Security 
Environment in Europe: The Return of Great Power Politics, hosted by the  Institute of International 
Relations and Political Science at Vilnius University and University of Iceland's Institute of International 
Affairs  - Centre for Small State Studies, in Vilnius, 1 June 2018. 
 
2017 
 



Towards a new approach in small state studies: The theory of shelter, lecture at the seminar 'Size Matters! 
Towards a New Research Agenda for Small State Studies, 1814-present day' at an inaugural meeting of the 
Size Matters Research Network, University of Amsterdam, 16 November 2017. 
 
Interdisciplinary Studies and Small State Studies. Lecture at a PhD seminar for students of law at the School of 
Law, Queen Mary University of London, 9 November 2017. 
 
Iceland and Brexit: Icexit from the EU membership application? Lecture at the Icelandic Social Science 
Conference (Þjóðarspegilinn), University of Iceland, 3 November 2017. 
 
Brexit and the EEA: Iceland and Brexit. Lecture at the conference Brexit and implications for the EU, EEA 
and Norway at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI), Oslo 30 October 2017. 
 
Defining the Small State. Annual Lecture of the Centre of Small States and the third Leverhulme lecture at 
the Queen Mary University of London, 19 October 2017. 
 
A Small State in World Politics: Iceland's search for shelter. Lecture at a workshop of the research project Power 
and Democracy in Iceland, University of Iceland, 13 October 2017. 
 
The political situation in Iceland. Lecture at the headquarters of Arion Bank, Reykjavik, 29 September 2017. 
 
Iceland's Foreign Policy. Lecture with Pia Hansson at the workshop 'Nordic responses to geopolitical changes 
(GEONOR) at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI), Oslo 26-27 September 2017. 
 
Sovereignty of small states (fullveldi smáríkja). Lecture at an interdiseplinary conference on Iceland's 
sovereignty for 99 years. The conference was held to credit the work of David Þór Björgvinsson, professor 
of law and former judge at the European Court of Human Rights, University of Reykjavik, 22 September 
2017. 
 
Brexit and Small European States. Lecture at a Leverhulme seminar on Brexit: Challenges and Opportunities 
for Small States at the Centre for Small States, the Queen Mary University of London, 18 September 2017. 
 
Presentation of SPS Project - Small States and the Security Environment. Lecturer at the Science for Peace and 
Security (SPS) Programme Information Roundtable at the University of Iceland, 24 August 2017. 
 
The small state in the new global order. Lecture at the session 'Small states in theory and practice' at the 
conference ‘Small States and the Changing Global Order: New Zealand Faces the Future’ at University of 
Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand, 3-4 June 2017. 
 
New small states, Brexit and seeking shelter. Leverhulme lecture at Queen Mary University of London (join 
event with the Centre for Security Research of the University of Edinburgh), 28 April 2017. 
 
How do Small European States Prosper? The Relationship between Small States and Their Larger 
Neighbours. Leverhulme Lecture at the Centre for European Research and the Centre for Small States, the 
Queen Mary University of London, 14 March 2017. 
 
2016 
 
Trump and Republican presidents. What type of politician is Trump? Lecture at a seminar organized by the 
Icelandic Institute of International Affairs and the Icelandic Political Science Association and held at the 
University of Iceland, 7 December 2016.  
 
Iceland‘s Shelter from Settlement to 2006. Lecture at the Icelandic Social Science Conference at the 
University of Iceland, 28 October 2016.  
 
Iceland’s 2016 General Election in Shadow of the Panama Papers. Lecture for French officials, journalists 
and ambassadors at the Icelandic Embassy in Paris, 19 October 2016.  
 
A summit among many – The Reykjavík Summit 30-year anniversary. Lecture at the conference “The 
Reykjavík Summit 30-year anniversary”, Reykjavík, Iceland, 8 October 2016.  



 
Are the Pirates about to take over? The 2016 General Election in Iceland. Lecture at Icelandic Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs for officials at the EFTA Headquarters in Brussels, 21 September 2016.  
 
Iceland’s External Shelter from the Settlement to the 21st century: A challenge to the traditional historical 
narrative of Iceland’s foreign relations. Lecture at the NUPI conference “Small states and Europe in an Age 
of Global Shifts”, Oslo, Norway, 8 September 2016.  
 
Iceland: Dominant Party in Thrall to its Past Discourse. Lecture at the UACES Conference, Queen Mary 
University, London, United Kingdom, 5 September 2016.  
 
Icelanders’ Celtic roots: Did Celts settle in the South of Iceland before the Nordic Settlement? Lecture and 
a historical walk in the farm of Ægissíða where twelve manmade caves are to be found, 13 August 2016.  
 
Gay Liberation in Iceland: The Path from Homophobia to Tolerance. Lecture at a seminar on the history of 
the LGBT community in Iceland organized by Gay Pride, Reykjavík, Iceland, 2 August 2016.  
 
LGBT History and Culture Walk. Lecture at the LGBT History and Culture Walk, Reykjavík, Iceland, 2 
August 2016. 
 
Iceland’s External Shelter from the Settlement to the 21st century: A challenge to the traditional historical 
narrative of Iceland’s foreign relations. Lecture for ambassadors of member states of the European Union to 
Iceland at the Delegation of the European Union to Iceland, Reykjavik, 16 June 2016.  
 
A theory of shelter: Iceland’s American Period (1940-2006). With Sverrir Steinsson. The first annual 
conference of the Icelandic Political Science Association, Reykjavík, University of Iceland, 16 June 2016.  
 
The importance for small states to seek shelter. Comments in a panel “Integration in Small States” at the 
conference “Integration and Dispute Resolution in Small States”, organized by the British Institute of 
International and Comparative Law, the Open University and the Centre for Small States at Queen Mary 
University of London, and hosted by Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP, London, May 19-20, 
2016.  
 
Iceland’s failure to set up a financial centre. Comments in a panel “Small States as Financial Centres” at the 
conference “Integration and Dispute Resolution in Small States”, organized by the British Institute of 
International and Comparative Law, the Open University and the Centre for Small States at Queen Mary 
University of London, and hosted by Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP, London, May 19-20, 
2016.  
 
Small State Alliance “Shelter”: The Complexities of Small State Alliance Behavior. Lecture held at the 
Swedish Institute of International Affairs, Stockholm, May 13, 2016.  
 
How Do Little Frogs Fly? Small States in the International System Presentation at the conference “Small 
states: advancing international status through smart governance” organized by the Ragnar Nurkse School of 
Innovation and Governance, Tallinn University of Technology, and the Center for Small State Studies, 
University of Iceland. Held in Tallinn at Ragnar Nurkse School of Innovation and Governance, Tallinn 
University of Technology, 15 April 2016. 
 
Samskipti smáríkja við volduga nágranna: Samanburður á stöðu Norðurlandanna, Eystrasaltslandanna og 
Skotlands. Lecture at the University of Iceland, 12 February 2016. 
 
2015 
 
Are Icelanders not good Europeans? The reluctance of the Icelandic political elite to take full part in the 
European project. Lecture at the University of Zagreb, 3 December 2015.  

How Do Small States Survive? The Basic Features of the Relationship between Small States and their 
Larger Neighbours. Lecture at the seminar 'Helsinki 40 plus: The OSCE and Small States' held at the 
University of Iceland, 13 November 2015. 



The Alliance Shelter Theory: The Basic Features of the Relationship between Small States and Their 
Larger Neighbors. Lecture at the Icelandic Social Science Conference at the University of Iceland, 30 
October 2015.  

Do Small States/Entities need 'Alliance Shelter'? The Nordic Nations, the Baltic States and Scotland. 
Lecture at the launch of the Centre for Security Research at the University of Edinburgh, 22 October 2015.  

Þurfa smáríki á skjól voldugra nágranna að halda? Pólítiskir, efnahagslegir og menningarlegir möguleikar 
smáríkja til að blómstra. Lecture held for the Icelandic Political Science Association, 8 October 2015. 

How do Little Frogs Fly? Small States in the International System. Presentation held at the Althing, 1 
October, 2015. 

Are Icelanders not good Europeans? The reluctance of the Icelandic political elite to take part in the 
European project. Lecture at the UACES 45th Annual Conference, Bilbao, Spain, 7 -9 September 2015.  

How do Little Frogs Fly? Small States in the International System. Opening lecture at the Centre for Small 
States Inaugural Conference: Small States in a Legal World at Queen Mary University, London, 7 
September 2015. 

Alliance Theory and Small State Alliance “Shelter”: The Complexities of Small State Alliance Behavior. 
Lecture with Bradley A. Thayer at the workshop ‘Non-Western Small States: What Agency in an Unequal 
World? Beyond the West’ at the 40th annual conference of the British International Studies Association 
(BISA) 16 June 2015. 
 
Alliance Theory versus Small State Alliance Shelter. Lecture at the 40th annual conference of the British 
International Studies Association (BISA) in London, 19 June 2015 
 
Nordic Foreign Policy and Small State Politics. Lecture at the 50th anniversary conference of the academic 
journal Cooperation and Conflict, University of Lund, Sweden, 7–8 May 2015 
 
How do little frogs fly?  Small states in the international system. Lecture at the Faculty of Social and 
Economic Sciences, Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia, 15 May 2015. 
 
Do Small States need Shelter? The Baltic States, the Nordic Nations and Scotland. Lecture at the 
conference Small States in the EU: Passive policy takers or industrious policy setters? at the University of 
Malta, 11 May 2015. 
 
Are Scandinavians Not Good Europeans?  The reluctance of the Nordic nations to take full part in the 
European project. Lecture at the Jean Monnet Chair Conference on An Evolving EU Engaging a 
Changing Mediterranean Region at the University of Malta, 12 May 2015. 
 
New-Liberal Small States and Economic Crisis: Lessons for Democratic Corporatism. Lecture at the 
conference Working of Democracy: Practices, Norms and Understanding at the University of Iceland, 27-
29 May 2015. 
 
The New Viking Era? The Nordic states’ influence within the European Union and the United Nations 
(Les pays nordiques et la politique extérieure). Lecture at Centre Malesherbes, Université Paris-Sorbonne, 
24 March 2015.  
 
How do Little Frogs Fly? Small States in the European Union. Lecture at the Norwegian Institute of 
International Affairs (NUPI), Oslo, 27 January 2015.  
 
Are Icelanders not good Europeans? The reluctance of the Icelandic political elite to take full part in the 
European project. Lecture at ARENA Centre for European Studies at the University of Oslo, 26 January 
2015. 



2014 
 
Small States in the International System: How can small states overcome their vulnerability and become 
proactive? Lecture at the Riga Stradins University in Latvia, 3 December 2014. 
 
Do Small States Need Shelter? The Economic and Political Turmoil in Iceland. Lecture in the workshop 
Small States in the Modern World: Vulnerability and Opportunities at the conference ‘The Democracy 
Programme at the University of Oslo’, Humboldt University, Berlin, 10 November 2014. 
 
Iceland’s External Affairs from the Reformation to the end of the Nepoleonic era. Lecture with Tómas 
Joensen at the Social Science Conference, Þjóðarspegillinn, at the School of Social Science, University of 
Iceland, 31 October 2014. 
 
The importance of economic, political and societal shelter for small states. Lecture held at the seminar ‘New 
Emerging Small States in Europe? The Case of Catalonia co-sponsored by the Public Diplomacy Council of 
Catalonia (DIPLOCAT) and the Centre for Small States Studies at the University of Iceland, 20 October 
2014. 
 
Small States and Empires: Has Iceland Always Enjoyed Political, Economic and Societal Shelter from Its 
Larger Neighbors? Lecture held at a Nordic Exploratory Workshop ‘Eurasian Empires, Public 
Space/Sphere, and Collective Identities at the Threshold of Modernity’ at University of Jyvaskylda in 
Finland, 18 October. 2014. 
 
Are Icelanders not Good Europeans? The reluctance of the Icelandic political elite to take full part in the 
European project. Lecture held at the Finnish Institute of International Affairs, Helsinki, 17 October 2014. 
 
The Scotland as an Independent Small State: Where would it seek shelter? Lecture at the seminar ‘Scotland’s 
Choice: Independence or Union?’ organized the by Centre for Small States and the Institute of International 
Affairs at the University of Iceland, 10 September 2014. 
 
‘United in Diversity’ versus European Unity. Lecture on the formation of European identity at a seminar on 
European War-European Peace organized by the Reykjavik International Film Festival at the University of 
Iceland, 28 September 2014. 
 
The effectiveness and failure of the small public administration in Iceland relating to the 2008 economic 
crash. Lecture held at the conference Small States and Governance organized by the Centre for Small State 
Studies at the University of Iceland, 25 June 2014 
 
Are Icelanders not good Europeans? The reluctance of the Icelandic political elite to take full part in the 
European project. Lecture at Lund University, 5 May 2014. 
 
Small states in a big Europe: Portugal in comparative perspective – power potential of small states in the 
European Union. Lecture held at a conference on Portugal’s participation in the EU decision making, at 
Francisco Manuel dos Santos Foundation in Braga, Portugal 16 May 2014. 
 
Are Scandinavians not good Europeans: The reluctance of the Nordic nations to take full part in European 
integration. Lecture at the Mentalité et culture nordique – Printemps nordique en Sorbonne, Paris Sorbonne 
University, 2 April 2014. 
 
Iceland’s External Affairs from the Reformation to the end of the Napoleonic era: Danish political and 
societal cover concurrent with a highly costly economic safety net. Lecture with Tómas Joensen at the 
Research Board of the Faculty of Political Science, University of Iceland, 6 March 2014. 
 
New-Liberal Small States and Economic Crisis: Lessons for Democratic Corporatism. Lecture in the 
seminar ‘Small States in the Age of Global Flow’ at the International Studies Association conference in 
Toronto, Canada, 27 March 2014.  
 
How will Scotland do as a small independent state in the Union? Evidence to the European and External 
Relations Committee of the Scottish Parliament – Discussion on the role of small states in the EU – How 
will Scotland do as a small independent state in the Union? 6 February 2014.  



 
Alþjóðasamskipti Íslendinga frá 1400 til siðaskipta: Efnahags- og menningarlegt skjól frá Englendingum og 
Þjóðverjum í pólitísku tómarúmi Danaveldis. Lecture at a seminar ‘Ísland í átökum stórvelda 1400-1600 
organized by Miðaldarstofa og Rannsóknasetri um smáríki, Alþjóðamálastofnun, Háskóla Íslands, 25 
February 2014. 
 
2013 
 
How Do Little Frogs Fly? Small States in the International System. Lecture at Williams College, 8 October 
2013.  
 
How Do Little Frogs Fly? Small States in the International System. Lecture at the Icelandic American 
Chamber of Commerce and the Consulate General of Iceland in New York, 4 October 2013.  
 
The Centre for Small State Studies and the Position of Small States in the International System. Speech given 
at the Eighth Conference of the Presidents of Parliaments of Small European States, Reykjavík, 27-30 August 
2013.  
 
Small States in the international system and the EU. Lecture held for the Association of Social Sciences 
teachers, Reykjavík, 12. ágúst 2013.  
 
Queer History Walk. with Þorvaldur Kristinsson and Hilmar Magnússon. Public lecture/walk on the history 
of gay rights in Iceland, Reykjavík Pride, 6 August 2013.  
 
Scotland as an Independent Small State: Where would it seek shelter? Speech given at the opening of the 
Icelandic Review of Politics and Administration, University of Iceland, 26 June 2013.  
 
Iceland’s External Affairs from 1400 to the Reformation: Anglo-German Economic and Societal Shelter in 
a Danish Political Vacuum. With Þorsteinn Kristinsson. Speech given at the opening of the Icelandic Review 
of Politics and Administration, University of Iceland, 26 June 2013  
 
From Oppression to Rainbow Revolution: Queer cultural and legislative victories in Iceland. Speech given 
at Regional workshop, Organised by the “People 2 People” programme of the European Commission in 
collaboration with the Office for Human and Minority Rights of Serbia and ILGA Europe, Belgrade, 17 – 
19 June 2013.  
 
Scotland as an Independent Small State: Where would it seek shelter? Speech given at the University of 
Greenland, 21 May 2013.  
 
Iceland’s External Affairs from 1400 to the Reformation: Anglo-German Economic and Societal Shelter in 
a Danish Political Vacuum. With Þorsteinn Kristinsson. Speech given at the annual Social Science 
Conference at Bifröst University, 3 May 2013.  
 
Scotland as an Independent Small State: Where would it seek shelter? With Alyson Bailes. Lecture for 
Scottish officials in the Scottish government at St. Andrews house in Edinbourgh, 1 May 2013.  
 
Scotland as an Independent Small State: Where would it seek shelter? With Alyson Bailes. Speech given at 
University of St. Andrews, 30 April 2013.  
 
Why do some Icelanders want to join the EU and why is the present outgoing government engaged in the 
accession process. Speech given at the Icelandic Association of Craft and Technology Industries, Reykjavík, 
23 April 2013.  
 
Iceland’s External Affairs from 1400 to the Reformation: Anglo-German Economic and Societal Shelter in 
a Danish Political Vacuum, with Þorsteinn Kristinsson, at a Research Seminar in the Faculty of Political 
Science, University of Iceland, 18 April 2013.  
 
How do small states cope with recessions: The cases of Estonia and Iceland compared with seven corporatist 
small states. Speech given at a concerence on Lithuania’s presidency of the EU Council, Institute of 
International Relations and Political Science, Vilnius University, 9 April 2013.  



 
Icelandic General Election 2013, Political Parties and the Political Situation. Lecture at Paris-Sorbonne 
(Sorbonne-Paris 4, Malesherbes, France), 22 March 2013. 
 
See http://uni.hi.is/baldurt/presentations/ for a comprehensive list of lectures and conference 
presentations.  
 
 
TEACHING            
 
Thorhallsson has taught a number of courses in the last twenty-five years. They include: 
 
Small States Theory: Opportunities and Constraints of Small States in the International System 
Small States and European Integration 
The Power Potential of Small States in the European Union 
Icelandic Foreign Policy 
The European Union: The Past, Present, and Future 
Small States and Governance in International and Regional Organizations 
 
 
AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS        
 
Thorhallsson has received several grants, at home and abroad, for research, teaching, conferences and 
seminars. These include Marie Curie (1996-1999), the Jean Monnet Module, Erasmus grants to run an 
intensive annual Summer School with 16 other partners since 2003, the Jean Monnet Chair, Jean Monnet 
Centre of Excellence – Centre for Small State Studies as well as a grant for an innovative project, i.e. to create 
a Centre for Small State Studies at the University of Iceland. 
 
 
SUPERVISOR          
 
Supervisor of numerous MA and BA theses every year. Supervisor of four graduated doctoral candidates: 
Christian Rainer Rebhan (2014) (joint degree with Humboldt University in Berlin); Magnús Árni Magnússon 
(2011); Gunnhildur Lily Magnúsdóttir (2009); and Eiríkur Bergmann (2009). 


