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DISCUSSION

Juvenile gadoids were found most frequent on maerl beds than the gravel site
More fish seen on maerl edges than gravel site (Table 1b)
Number of fish seen on maerl edges was less than maerl centers (Table 1a)
Higher maerl cover did not correlate with more fish (Table 1b)
Overall, results suggest edge effects
163 total fish counted
* juvenile Atlantic cod (109 counted) and saithe (28 counted)
* other species included: European flounder (Platichthys flesus) and rock gunnel (Pholis gunnellus)
Maerl is protected in areas along the Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea [1], [10]
* EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) classified Lithothamnion corallioides and Phymatolithon
calcareum as threatened in the North-East Atlantic [11], [5]
Little known of maerl distribution and associated biodiversity in North-Atlantic (ex. Current
knowledge in Iceland mostly based from extraction sites) [1], [3]

Study adds information on maerl as fish nursery grounds and biota associated with maerl in Iceland



