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Personal data: 

Icelandic citizen. Born in Sauðárkrókur, Iceland, June 1st, 1955. Married, one child. 

University education: 

1979-1982  Cand.Mag., University of Iceland (Icelandic Language and Linguistics) 

1976-1979  B.A., University of Iceland (Icelandic and Comparative Literature) 

Academic employment: 

2019-  CLARIN ERIC National Coordinator for Iceland 

1993-2018 Professor of Icelandic Language, University of Iceland 

1988-1993 Associate Professor of Icelandic Language, University of Iceland 

1986-1988 Assistant Professor of Icelandic Language, University of Iceland 

Main professional and administrative activities 
2018 President, The Icelandic Linguistic Society 

2017-2019 Board member, Almannarómur, Center for Language Technology 

2017-2019 Member, Humanities Expert Panel, Icelandic Research Fund 

2016-2018 Chair, Language Committee, University of Iceland 

2016-2018 Vice-President, University Council, University of Iceland 

2014-2018 Member, University Council, University of Iceland 

2014-2018 Board member, National and University Library 

2014-2018 Head, Institute of Linguistics, University of Iceland 

2013-2014 Head of Local Organizing Committee, LREC 2014, Reykjavík, May 

2010-2019 Member, Icelandic Language Council (board member 2011-2015) 

2008-2010 Dean, Faculty of Icelandic and Comparative Cultural Studies, UI 

2006-2008  Head, Department of Icelandic, University of Iceland 

2006-2009  Vice-President, North-European Association for Language Technology 

2005-2008  Member, LangTech Working Group (Nordic Language Council) 

2005-2018 Chairman of the Board, Icelandic Centre for Language Technology 

2004-2009  Board member, Nordic Graduate School of Language Technology 

2003 Chief organizer, NODALIDA 14, Reykjavík, May 

2002-2004  Vice-Dean, Faculty of Humanities, University of Iceland 

2001-2005 Coordinator, Icelandic Documentation Center for Language Technology 
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1998-2001 Board member, University of Iceland Computing Services 

1995-2005 Chairman, Language Section, Icelandic Republic 50th Anniversary Fund 

1994-2006 Chairman of the Board, Institute of Lexicography, University of Iceland 

1993-1995 Head, Department of Icelandic, University of Iceland 

1991-1992 Head, Department of Icelandic, University of Iceland 

1989-1990 Head, Institute of Linguistics, University of Iceland 

1989 Chief organizer, NODALIDA 7, Reykjavík, June 

1986-1988 Secretary, Nordic Association of Linguists 

1983-1988 Editor, Íslenskt mál (journal of the Linguistic Association of Iceland) 

Teaching 
I taught for 37 years at the University of Iceland, both in the Department of Linguistics 

and in the Department of Icelandic. I have taught more than 30 different courses – 

undergraduate courses on Phonetics, Phonology, Morphology, Syntax, Corpus 

Linguistics, Linguistic Methods, and Composition, and graduate courses on Phonology, 

Morphology, Syntax (both synchronic and diachronic), Corpus Linguistics, and Natural 

Language Processing.  

I have been active in developing teaching material and teaching methods. I have written 

textbooks on Icelandic phonetics, generative phonology and generative morphology for 

use at the university level. I was also a pioneer in distance education at the Department 

of Icelandic (and in fact at the University as a whole) in 1999. Towards the end of my 

teaching career, I experimented with flipped teaching and with using MOOCs from 

other universities as an integrated part of my own courses. 

Research 
In the beginning of my research career around 1980, I worked mainly on syntax. I have 

published several papers on Icelandic syntax, especially diachronic and historical 

syntax, but also some synchronic papers. Between 2005 and 2015, I was member of a 

several domestic and Nordic collaborative projects and networks on syntactic variation, 

such as “Variation in Syntax” (“Tilbrigði í setningagerð”), “ScanDiaSyn” (“Scandina-

vian Dialect Syntax”), “NORMS” (“Nordic Center of Excellence in Microcomparative 

Syntax”), “NLVN” (“Nordic Language Variation Network”), and “N’CLAV” (“Nordic 

Collaboration on Language Variation Studies”). I have also written articles and 

textbooks on Modern Icelandic phonetics, phonology and morphology. 

In the 1990s, my work on Old Icelandic corpora led me towards corpus linguistics. I 

was chief editor of the Concordance to the Icelandic Family Sagas, which was pub-

lished on a CD in 1996. Around the turn of the century, I became a pioneer in language 

technology at the University of Iceland and have since then participated in a number of 

language technology projects, many of which have received external funding. The 

largest of these was “Viable Language Technology Beyond English” which received a 

three year Grant of Excellence from the Icelandic Research Fund in 2009. I was PI of 

that project. 

In recent years, I have become increasingly interested in language variation, language 

contact, and language change, and the effects that radical sociological and technological 

changes might have on the Icelandic language, especially within the digital domain. 

Together with Professor Sigríður Sigurjónsdóttir, I was PI of a project entitled 

“Modeling the Linguistic Consequences of Digital Language Contact”, which received 

a three year Grant of Excellence from the Icelandic Research Fund in 2016. 
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Language Technology R&D Work 
I have cooperated with companies from the software and telecommunications industry 

and with people form the disabled community on various projects. In the beginning of 

the century, I took part in a number of projects financed by the National Language 

Technology Programme which was operative from 2000-2004. From 2010-2012, I was 

member of an Icelandic team which cooperated with Google on the building of an 

Icelandic speech recognition system for Android smartphones, and cooperated with the 

Icelandic Organization of the Visually Impaired and Ivona Software (now subsidiary 

of Amazon) on a new text-to-speech system for Icelandic. From 2017-2019, I was board 

member of the self-owned foundation “Almannarómur” which has been commissioned 

by the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture to administer the current National 

Language Technology Programme. 

Since the turn of the century, I have taken active part in Nordic/Baltic and European 

cooperation in language technology and participated in several projects and networks 

in this area. I was Icelandic representative on the Board of the “Nordic Graduate School 

of Language Technology” (NGSLT) from 2004-2009. From  2011-2013, I led the Ice-

landic part of the EU funded “META-NORD” project, which was a part of “META-

NET”. Since 2015, I am National Anchor Point for “European Language Resource 

Coordination” (ELRC), since November 2018, I am CLARIN National Coordinator for 

Iceland at CLARIN-IS, and since 2019, I am Icelandic National Competence Center 

Lead for “European Language Grid” (ELRC). 

I have participated in the following externally funded LT R&D projects and networks: 

2019- National Competence Center Lead, European Language Grid 

2019- Project leader, Icelandic Language Resources 

2018- National Coordinator for Iceland, CLARIN ERIC 

2015- National Anchor Point, European Language Resource Coordination 

2015-2018 Project leader, Icelandic Gigaword Corpus 

2014-2017 Network member, Nordic CLARIN Network 

2011-2013 Leader of Icelandic part, META-NORD 

2010-2012 Steering group member, Icelandic Text-to-Speech System 

2009-2011 Project leader, Viable Language Technology beyond English 

2007-2008 Project leader, Context-sensitive Spell Checking 

2006-2007 Steering group member, Icelandic Text Screening 

2005-2007 Network member, Nordisk Netordbog (Nordic Web Dictionary) 

2005 Network member, NLT Net 

2004-2013 Steering group member, Balanced Tagged Corpus of Icelandic 

2004-2009 Icelandic board member, NGSLT 

2004-2006 Steering group member, Ragga – a Text-to-Speech System for Icelandic 

2004-2006 Steering group member, ISLEX – Scandinavian Web-based Dictionary 

2003-2005 Network member, Nordic Treebank Network 

2003-2004 Steering group member, Hjal – a Speech Recognizer for Icelandic 

2002-2004 Project leader, Grammatical Tagger for Icelandic 

2001-2003 Network member, Nordtalk (Corpus based research on spoken language) 

2001-2005 Network member, NorDokNet (Nordic Documentation Centres in LT) 

1999-2002 Steering group member, ÍSTAL (Corpus of spoken Icelandic)  
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Grants and awards 
Principal Investigator or Leader of Icelandic part: 

2019  Icelandic language resources – Project Grant, Icelandic Infrastructure 

FUND (ISK 11,795,000) 

2017  Training university students in language usage and writing – Project 

Grant, Áslaug Hafliðadóttir Memorial Fund (ISK 4,000,000) 

2016-2018 Modeling the Linguistic Consequences of Digital Language Contact – 

Grant of Excellence, Icelandic Research Fund (ISK 117,500,000) 

2015 Icelandic Gigaword Corpus – Project Grant, Icelandic Infrastructure Fund 

(ISK 4,950,000) 

2015 Teaching Material and Software for Teaching Icelandic Language 

Technology – Project Grant, Áslaug Hafliðadóttir Memorial Fund (ISK 

4,000,000) 

2011-2013 META-NORD – Project Grant, ICT PSP Programme, Grant Agreement 

No 270899 (€ 2,250,000) – Coordinator Andrejs Vasiljevs 

2009-2011 Viable Language Technology beyond English – Grant of Excellence, 

Icelandic Research Fund (ISK 43,485,000)  

2007-2008 Context-Sensitive Spell Checking – Project Grant, Icelandic Research 

Fund (ISK 3,100,000) 

2006 Shallow Parsing of Icelandic Text – Project Grant, Icelandic Research 

fund (ISK 3,800,000) 

2002 Development of Training Material for a PoS Tagger – Project Grant, Ice-

landic Language Technology Fund (ISK 6,000,000) 

1991 Concordance to Sturlunga Saga, Íslendingabók and Landnámabók – 

Project Grant, Icelandic Science Fund (ISK 650,000) 

1989 Concordance to the Icelandic Family Sagas – Project Grant, Icelandic 

Science Fund (ISK 500,000) 

Other grants: 

1983-2015 More than 20 smaller grants from The University of Iceland Research 

Fund and The Icelandic Student Innovation Fund 

Awards and honors: 

2019 The Golden Lamp – honorary prize of the Icelandic Association for the 

Visually Impaired 

2018 The annual Jónas Hallgrímsson Prize for promoting and strengthening the 

Icelandic language, especially Icelandic Language Technology 

2018 Honorary Cultural Prize, DV newspaper 

2017 The Order of the Falcon, awarded by the President of Iceland 

2016 The University of Iceland annual Excellence in Teaching Award 

2006 First prize in the competition Uppúr skúffunum arranged by the Research 

Liaison Office at the University of Iceland, for the project Context-

Sensitive Spell Checking (with Hrafn Loftsson and Sigrún Helgadóttir) 

1996 The annual award of Hagþenkir, association of Icelandic non-fiction 

writers, for Concordance to the Icelandic Family Sagas (with Bergljót S. 

Kristjánsdóttir, Guðrún Ingólfsdóttir, and Örnólfur Thorsson)  



Academic services 
Member of the Editorial/Advisory Board of: 

Nordic Journal of Linguistics (2001-present), Syntax (1998-2002), International 

Journal of Applied Linguistics (1991-1995), Íslenskt mál (1988-present) 

Reviewed manuscripts for: 

English Language and Linguistics, Journal of Linguistics, Natural Language and 

Linguistic Theory, Nordic Journal of Linguistics, Language Resources and Evaluation, 

Plos One, Transactions of the Philological Society, Historical Syntax 

Reviewed paper submissions for: 

TLT 2003; NoDaLiDa 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017; HLT 2012, 2014, 2016, 

2020; IceTal 2010; LtHist 2012; ICHL21 2013; LREC 2014, 2016; DiGS17 2015; 

DHN 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019; CLARIN 2019, 2020 

Reviewed project proposals for: 

European Science Foundation; National Science Foundation, USA; Center for Ad-

vanced Study, Oslo; Arts and Humanities Research Board, UK; NOS-H; NorFA; 

Icelandic Research Fund; University of Iceland Research Fund 

Publications 

Most of the publications listed here can be downloaded from http://uni.hi.is/eirikur 

Books and databases: 

1. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2013. Hljóðkerfi og orðhlutakerfi íslensku.  [Electronic edi-

tion, http://issuu.com/eirikurr/docs/hoi.] Reykjavík.  

2. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur, Kristín M. Jóhannsdóttir, Sigrún Helgadóttir and Steinþór 

Steingrímsson. 2012. Íslensk tunga á stafrænni öld / The Icelandic Language in the 

Digital Age.  Georg Rehm and Hans Uzkoreit (Eds.): META-NET White Paper 

Series. Springer, Berlin. 

3. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2012. Ritgerðasmíð.  [Electronic edition, http://issuu. 

com/eirikurr/docs/ritun2012] Reykjavík. 

4. Wallenberg, Joel C., Anton Karl Ingason, Einar Freyr Sigurðsson and Eiríkur 

Rögnvaldsson. 2011. Icelandic Parsed Historical Corpus (IcePaHC).  Version 0.9. 

http://www. linguist. is/icelandic_treebank 

5. Kristjánsdóttir, Bergljót, Eiríkur Rögnvaldsson, Guðrún Ingólfsdóttir and Örnólfur 

Thorsson (Eds.). 1996. Íslendinga sögur. Orðstöðulykill og texti. [CD] Mál og 

menning, Reykjavík. 

6. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1990. Um orðaröð og færslur í íslensku.  Málfræðirann-

sóknir 2. Málvísindastofnun Háskóla Íslands, Reykjavík. 

7. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1989. Íslensk rímorðabók.  Iðunn, Reykjavík. 
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Book chapters, peer-reviewed: 

1. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2013. Chomsky og gagnamálfræði. Höskuldur Þráinsson 

and Matthew Whelpton (Eds.): Chomsky: Mál, sál og samfélag, pp. 197-206. 

Háskólaútgáfan, Reykjavík. 

2. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur, Anton Karl Ingason and Einar Freyr Sigurðsson. 2011. Co-

ping with Variation in the Icelandic Parsed Historical Corpus (IcePaHC).  Johann-

essen, Janne Bondi (Ed.): Language Variation Infrastructure. Papers on selected 

projects, pp. 97-111. Oslo Studies in Language 3.2. University of Oslo. 

3. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur, and Sigrún Helgadóttir. 2011. Morphosyntactic Tagging of 

Old Icelandic Texts and Its Use in Studying Syntactic Variation and Change.  

Sporleder, Caroline, Antal P.J. van den Bosch and Kalliopi A. Zervanou (Eds.): 

Language Technology for Cultural Heritage: Selected Papers from the LaTeCH 

Workshop Series, pp. 63-76. Springer, Berlin. 

4. Ingason, Anton Karl, Hrafn Loftsson, Sigrún Helgadóttir and Eiríkur Rögnvalds-

son. 2008. A Mixed Method Lemmatization Algorithm Using a Hierarchy of 

Linguistic Identities (HOLI). Raante, Arne, and Bengt Nordström (Eds.): Advances 

in Natural Language Processing, pp. 205-216. (Lecture Notes in Computer 

Science, Vol. 5221.) Springer, Berlin. 

5. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2005. Setningafræði í tungutækni.  Höskuldur Þráinsson 

(Ed.): Setningar. Handbók um setningafræði, pp. 670-676. (Íslensk tunga III.) 

Almenna bókafélagið, Reykjavík. 

6. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2005. Setningafræðilegar breytingar í íslensku.  Höskuldur 

Þráinsson (Ed.): Setningar. Handbók um setningafræði, pp. 602-635. (Íslensk tunga 

III.) Almenna bókafélagið, Reykjavík. 

7. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur, and Höskuldur Þráinsson. 1990. On Icelandic Word Order 

Once More. Maling, Joan, and Annie Zaenen (Eds.): Modern Icelandic Syntax. Ac-

ademic Press, San Diego. 

8. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1990. We Need (Some Kind of) a Rule of Conjunction 

Reduction. Maling, Joan, and Annie Zaenen (Eds.): Modern Icelandic Syntax. 

Academic Press, San Diego. 

9. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1990. Null Objects in Icelandic.  Maling, Joan, and Annie 

Zaenen (Eds.): Modern Icelandic Syntax. Academic Press, San Diego. 

10. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1986. Some Comments on Reflexivization in Icelandic. 

Hellan, Lars, and Kirsti Koch Christensen (Eds.): Topics in Scandinavian Syntax, 

pp. 89-102. Reidel, Dordrecht. 

Journal articles, peer-reviewed: 

1. Jökulsdóttir, Tinna Frímann, Anton Karl Ingason, Sigríður Sigurjónsdóttir and 

Eiríkur Rögnvaldsson. 2019. Um nýyrði sem tengjast tölvum og tækni. Orð og 

tunga 21:101-128. 

2. Sigurjónsdóttir, Sigríður, and Eiríkur Rögnvaldsson. 2018. Stafrænt sambýli 

íslensku og ensku. Netla, veftímarit um uppeldi og menntun. Sérrit 2018 – 

Menntakvika 2018. http://netla.hi.is/serrit/2018/menntakvika_2018/05.pdf/. 

3. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2018. Íslenskt orðanet: a treasure for writers and word 

lovers. LexicoNordica 25:313-328. 

4. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2016. Um utanaðkomandi aðstæður íslenskrar málþróunar. 

Skírnir, spring issue, pp. 17-31. 
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5. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2014. Setningarugl? Tengdar nafnháttarsetningar með 

frumlagi. Íslenskt mál 36:55-91. 

6. Þráinsson, Höskuldur, Ásta Svavarsdóttir, Eiríkur Rögnvaldsson, Jóhannes Gísli 

Jónsson, Sigríður Sigurjónsdóttir and Þórunn Blöndal. 2013. Hvert stefnir í íslenskri 

setningagerð? Um samtímalegar kannanir og málbreytingar. Íslenskt mál 35:57-

127. 

7. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur, Anton Karl Ingason, Einar Freyr Sigurðsson and Joel C. 

Wallenberg. 2012. Sögulegi íslenski trjábankinn.  Gripla 23:331-352. 

8. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur, Anton Karl Ingason, Einar Freyr Sigurðsson and Joel C.  

Wallenberg. 2011. Creating a Dual-Purpose Treebank.  Proceedings of the ACRH 

Workshop, Heidelberg, 5 Jan. 2012. Journal for Language Technology and 

Computational Linguistics 26,2:141-152. 

9. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2010. Sprogteknologiske ressourcer for islandsk 

leksikografi. LexicoNordica 17:181-195. 

10. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2007. Sjálfs mín(s) sök? Íslenskt mál 28:117-130. 

11. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2007. Textasöfn og setningagerð: Greining og leit.  Orð og 

tunga 9:51–73. 

12. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2002. ÞAÐ í fornu máli – og síðar.  Íslenskt mál 24:7-30. 

13. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2001. Tungumál, tölvur og tungutækni.  Íslenskt mál 23:71-

93. 

14. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 2000. Setningarstaða boðháttarsagna í fornu máli.  Íslenskt 

mál 22:63-90. 

15. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1996. Frumlag og fall að fornu.  Íslenskt mál 18:37-69.  

16. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1995. Old Icelandic: A Non-Configurational Language? 

NOWELE 26:3-29. 

17. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1994/5. Breytileg orðaröð í sagnlið.  Íslenskt mál 16-17: 27-

66. 

18. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1992. Nema.  Íslenskt mál 14:35-61. 

19. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1987. Enda.  Nordic Journal of Linguistics 10:91-108. 

20. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1984. Af lýsingarorðsviðurlögum.  Íslenskt mál 6:57-80. 

21. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1983. Sagnliðurinn í íslensku.  Íslenskt mál 5:7-28. 

22. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1982. We Need (Some Kind of a) Rule of Conjunction Re-

duction.  Linguistic Inquiry 13:557-561. 

23. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1981. U-hljóðvarp og önnur a-ö víxl í nútímaíslensku.  

Íslenskt mál 3:25-58. 

24. Rögnvaldsson, Eiríkur. 1980. Lengd íslenskra samhljóða: Vitoð ér enn – eða hvat? 

Íslenskt mál 2:25-51. 

Articles in conference proceedings, peer-reviewed: 

1. Rehm, Georg, Katrin Marheinecke, Stefanie Hegele, Stelios Piperidis, Kalina 

Bontcheva, Jan Hajič, Khalid Choukri, Andrejs Vasiļjevs, Gerhard Backfried, 

Christoph Prinz, José Manuel Gómez Pérez, Luc Meertens, Paul Lukowicz, Josef 

van Genabith, Andrea Lösch, Philipp Slusallek, Morten Irgens, Patrick Gatellier, 

Joachim Köhler, Laure Le Bars, Dimitra Anastasiou, Albina Auksoriūtė, Núria Bel, 

António Branco, Gerhard Budin, Walter Daelemans, Koenraad De Smedt, Radovan 

Garabík, Maria Gavriilidou, Dagmar Gromann, Svetla Koeva, Simon Krek, 
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