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Information meeting for students
Fall 2023

The New Joint Cybersecurity 
Master’s Programme

https://uni.hi.is/helmut/cybersecurity/
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Persons involved

▪ Jacky Mallett, RU, jacky

▪ Hans Reiser, RU, hansr

▪ Esa Hyytiä, UoI, esa

▪ Matthias Book, UoI, book

▪ Helmut Neukirchen, UoI, helmut

▪ Tom Welsh, UoI, starting 10/2023

+ visiting professors and 
guest teachers!

Use this user name for emailing. 
Email addresses at RU end with @ru.is

Use this user name for emailing. 
Email addresses at UoI end with @hi.is
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Joint master’s programme in cybersecurity

▪ Joint programme at University of Iceland and Reykjavik University.

▪ New specialisation/emphasis of the existing M.Sc. programmes in Computer Science (not: SE).

▪ Might in future become a study programme on its own.

▪ You can still (now or later) change over into that specialisation/emphasis

▪ Start: Autumn 2023.

▪ Taught in English to attract as many students as possible.
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How does it work?

▪ Students enroll in the Computer Science M.Sc. programme at the university of their 
choice.
▪ Take “normal” M.Sc. Computer Science courses + mandatory courses specific to Cybersecurity.

▪ Can take course from the other university as well (up to 50 ECTS units out of 120 ECTS units).
▪ Contracts to enable this currently in the quantum spacetime between ministry and rectors.

■ Until that contract is in place: informal participation in courses possible.
▪ This applies only to students who are enrolled in the cybersecurity specialisation/emphasis!

■ Other students (CS, SE, etc. B.Sc., M.Sc.) can still take the cybersecurity courses from their own 
university.

▪ Import additional distance learning courses from abroad. 
▪ E.g., Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU Trondheim/Gjøvik).

■ As long as student numbers are low, it should be possible that also students who are not in the 
specialisation/emphasis take these courses.
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Curriculum (Example)

▪ 1st semester:
▪ Introduction to Information Security (Management) (Reykjavik University, University of Iceland)
▪ Network Measurements and Analysis (University of Iceland),
▪ Machine Learning in Cybersecurity (Reykjavik University),
▪ Lectures from practitioners and from abroad. 

▪ E.g. Socio-technical Enabled Crime (NTNU).
▪ 2nd semester:

▪ Cyber Defence (Reykjavik University), Applied Cryptography (University of Iceland)
▪ Privacy and Data Protection Law (University of Iceland, in Icelandic),
▪ Introduction to Digital Forensics (Reykjavik University)
▪ Lectures from practitioners and from abroad.

▪ E.g. Reverse Engineering and Malware Analysis (NTNU).
▪ 3rd semester:

▪ Quantum Cryptography (University of Iceland)
▪ Cyber Range Lab (both universities together),
▪ Lectures from practitioners and from abroad.

▪ E.g. Critical Infrastructure Security (NTNU), Internships.
▪ 4th semester: M.Sc. thesis (2 semester thesis possible as well)

+ non-cybersecurity 
computer science courses 
(e.g. artificial intelligence, cloud 
computing, distributed systems, 
software testing, software quality 
management, research methodology)
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Courses offered at UoI

https://ugla.hi.is/kennsluskra/index.php?tab=nam&chapter=namsleid&id=080705_20236&kennsluar=2023&lina=10233

https://ugla.hi.is/kennsluskra/index.php?tab=nam&chapter=namsleid&id=080705_20236&kennsluar=2023&lina=10233
https://ugla.hi.is/kennsluskra/index.php?tab=nam&chapter=namsleid&id=080705_20236&kennsluar=2023&lina=10233
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Courses offered at RU (12 week + 3 week)

https://en.ru.is/course-catalogue/

+ 3-week course (6 ECTS) in collaboration with Syndi (RU’s 3 
week courses are in December, i.e. during UoI exam period). 

https://en.ru.is/course-catalogue/


Cybersecurity MSc Programme 8

Distance teaching courses
offered from abroad

▪ NTNU (Norway, Gjøvik campus): Autumn 2023

▪ Critical Infrastructure Security (15 week course)

▪ Malware Analysis (3 week course:  November 21st - December 9th)

▪ Contact Jacky how to join these courses.
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Summary

▪ Check course catalogue of the two universities:
▪ UoI: 

https://ugla.hi.is/kennsluskra/index.php?tab=nam&chapter=namsleid&id=08070
5_20236&kennsluar=2023&lina=10233
▪ RU: https://en.ru.is/course-catalogue/

▪ Contact your university’s staff (slide 2).

▪ Download these slides: via QR code
▪ or: https://uni.hi.is/helmut/cybersecurity/

▪ Questions? / Comments?

https://ugla.hi.is/kennsluskra/index.php?tab=nam&chapter=namsleid&id=080705_20236&kennsluar=2023&lina=10233
https://ugla.hi.is/kennsluskra/index.php?tab=nam&chapter=namsleid&id=080705_20236&kennsluar=2023&lina=10233
https://en.ru.is/course-catalogue/
https://uni.hi.is/helmut/cybersecurity/

