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Education

2010-2015 PhD in Psycholinguistics, Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics and Radboud
University, Netherlands

2007-2008 MSc in Computational Linguistics and Formal Grammar, King’s College London,
UK (distinction)

2003-2006 BA in Linguistics, Macalester College, USA (wagna cum: lande)

2003 Final exam, Menntaskélinn { Reykjavik (Reykjavik Junior College), Iceland (first
grade with distinction; dgetiseinkunn)

Employment

2023 — present  Tenured Senior Lecturer / Associate Professor in Linguistics, University of Iceland
2015 — 2025 Research Scientist, deCODE Genetics, Iceland

2021 — 2023 Senior Lecturer / Associate Professor in Linguistics, University of Iceland

2019 — 2021 Lecturer / Assistant Professor in Linguistics, University of Iceland

2008 — 2010 Marketing Director, Innovation Center Iceland

Awards and Honors
2010 — 2013 IMPRS for Language Sciences Fellowship, Max Planck Society

2011 LSA Linguistic Institute Fellowship, Linguistic Society of America
2006 — 2007 Chevening Scholarship, British Council
2006 Phi Beta Kappa honor society

2003 — 2006 Kofi Annan International Student Scholarship Award, Macalester College
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Conferences, Meetings and Other Talks

Gisladottir, R.S. (2025, November). Evolution of Human Communication: From GW.AS' to ancient genomes.
Poster presented at Ancient Genomes: Perspectives on Human Biology and Medicine conference in
London, UK.

Participation in the Musicality Genomics Consortium meeting in Sitges, Spain, September 2025.

Gisladottir, R.S. (2025, February). Mdlnotkunarfradi og samskipti. [Pragmatics and interaction]. Talk for
University of Reykjavik (Haskolagrunnur).

Jonsdéttir, A. and Gisladottir, R.S. (2025, January). Heyrdu: notkun og hintverk [Use and function of
heyron in Icelandic]. Talk, Rask conference of the Icelandic Linguistics Society.

Participation in the Musicality Genomics Consortium meeting in Trento, Italy, September 2024.

Gisladottir, R.S. (2024, August). Heyrou, af hverju malnotkunarfredi? [Hey, why Pragmatics?]. Talk for the
association of teachers of Icelandic (Samtok moédurmalskennara).

Gisladottir, R.S. (2024, June). Genetics of langnage and pragmatics: Why and How? Talk presented in EvLab
at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston, USA.

Gisladottir, R.S., Stefansson, K. (2024, June). Using genetics to investigate the evolution of language and speech:
New findings on musicality and vocal acoustics. Talk presented at Evolang XV, Madison, Netherlands.

Gisladottir, R.S. (2024, March). Genetics of langnage and pragmatics: Why and how? Talk presented in the
2024 TUSS Linguistics Seminars, Pavia, Italy.

Gisladottir, R.S., Skualadottir, A., Jonsdéttir, G., Stefansson, H., Sulem, P. and Stefansson, K. (2023,
September). Musicality traits in 20,000 individuals show genetic and phenotypic links to language, intelligence, and
personality. Poster presented at MusicGens meeting in Nijmegen, Netherlands.

Gisladottir, R.S. and Stefansson, K. (2023, July). Musicality traits in 20,000 individuals show behavioural and
genetic links to language. Talk presented at Musical Minds workshop at University of Konstanz, Germany.

Gisladotttir, R.S. (2023, March). Hvad getur erfiafredin sagt okkur um proun tungumadls? [What can genetics
tell us about the evolution of language?]. Talk presented at Humanities conference (Hugvisindaping),
University of Iceland.

Gisladottir, R.S. (2022, November). A GW.AS of Speech Aconstics Ldentifies 1 ariants Associated with 1" vice
Pitch and Cardiovascular Traits [poster presentation]. NSHG-PM 2022 Conference, Copenhagen,
Denmark.

Participation in the Musicality Genomics Consortium inaugural meeting in Trento, Italy, September
2022.

Participation in the CoMorMent meeting in Grimborgir, Iceland, April 2022,



Gisladottir, R.S. (2020, September). Framlag samskiptarannsikna til almennra malvisinda og silfredi tungumals
[Contribution of interaction research to general linguistics and psychology of language]|. Talk
presented at Hugvisindaping [Humanities conference], University of Iceland.

Gisladottir, R.S. (2020, February). Med opnum huga: Heimur takni, texta og visinda [With an open mind:
The wotld of technology, text and science]. Talk presented at the Future of Humanities symposium of
the board of humanities students at University of Iceland.

Gisladottir, R.S. (2020, January). Samskiptabylting i almennum malvisindum? |Interaction revolution in
linguistics?]. Talk, Rask conference of the Icelandic Linguistics Society.

Gisladottir, R.S. (2019, November). ,,Pepp“ fyrir islensku: Um heyron, ha og almenn malvisindi [,,Pep* for
Icelandic: On ey, hub and general linguistics|. Talk presented at a symposium of Mimir, the student
association for Icelandic and linguistics at the University of Iceland.

Gisladottir, R.S. (2019, March). Rauntimi samskipta (enchrony): Heilinn, ,ha“ og HI [Enchrony of
interaction: The brain, s#h and University of Iceland]. Talk presented at a meeting of Félag islenskra
fraeda [the Icelandic Studies Association].

Gisladottir, R.S. (2015, February). Um madlgiordir og heilalinurit |On speech acts and EEG]. Invited talk,
lunch symposium of the Icelandic Linguistics Society and University of Iceland Linguistics Centre.

Gisladottir, R. S., Chwilla, D., & Levinson, S. C. (2014, June). Neuropragmatics and conversation:
Experimental findings on action ascription. Talk presented at ICCA 2014, the 4™ International Conference
on Conversation Analysis, L.os Angeles, USA.

Gisladottir, R. S. (2014, January). Comprebension of speech acts in spoken dialogues: An EEG study. Talk,
Semantics and Pragmatics Colloquium, Radboud University, the Netherlands.

Gisladottir, R. S. (2014, January). The timing of speech act comprebension. Invited talk, Center for Analysis
and Design of Intelligent Agents (CADIA), Reykjavik University, Iceland.

Gisladottir, R. S., Chwilla, D., & Levinson, S. C. (2013, September). Early speech act comprebension in
spoken dialogue: Evidence from ERPs. Poster presented at XPRAG-2013, the 5th Biennial Conference of
Experimental Pragmatics, Utrecht, Netherlands.

Gisladottir, R. S., Chwilla, D., & Levinson, S. C. (2013, April). Speech act comprebension in spoken dialogue:
An ERP study. Poster presented at 20th Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Neuroscience Society, San
Francisco, USA.

Gisladottir, R. S., Chwilla, D., Schriefers, H., & Levinson, S. C. (2012, August). Speech act recognition in
conversation: Experimental evidence. Poster presented at 34th Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science
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Service

2023 — present Member of the advisory board for the Icelandic Centre for Research Infrastructure
Fund

2019 — present Chair of the Linguistics Program at University of Iceland

2022 — 2025 Chair of the International Vigdis Prize committee

2021 — 2024 Chair of the Linguistics Institute, University of Iceland

2020 — 2022 Elected representative of the humanities at the University of Iceland ,,parliament®
(Haskolaping)

2020 — 2021 Member of the graduate studies committee of the Faculty of Icelandic and
Comparative Cultural Studies

2016 Member of the preparation group for the establishment of the Icelandic Women in
Science association

2010 — 2013 Representative of PhD students in the web committee of Max Planck Institute for
Psycholinguistics

Media Coverage

International media

e Nature: Have a high-pitched voice? It might be in your genes. June 9, 2023.
e Various media: Coverage of voice pitch findings (Altmetric overview). June, 2023.
e New York Times: People With This Mutation Can’t Smell Stinky Fish. October 8, 2020.

e Nature: Can’t smell stinky fish? It might be in your genes. October 8, 2020.
e New Scientist: Rotten fish smell sweeter if you have a specific genetic mutation. October 8,
2020.

Icelandic media

o Icelandic national television (RUV): Commentator in the Icelandic TV show Klassikin okkar
[Classical music]. August 30, 2024.

e Icelandic national radio (Ras 1) and Ruv.is: Dimm r6dd eda bjért? Genin hafa sitt ad segja um
bad. [Deep voice or bright? Genes matter]. June 13, 2023.

e Bylgjan radio and Visir.is: News interview on research on voice pitch. June 11, 2023.

e Morgunbladid newspaper and Mbl.is: Samband ténhaedar og likamlegrar heilsu. [Relationship
between voice pitch and health]. June 10, 2023.

e Icelandic national radio (Ras 1) and Ruv.is: 4% Islendinga finna enga fiskifylu [4% of Icelanders
do not smell fish stench]. October 26, 2020.

e Icelandic national television (RUV): Commentator in the Icelandic documentary Sporid [The
Step] on beat perception and relation to language and evolution. October 5, 2019.

e TPréttabladid newspaper and Visir.is: Einst6k rannsékn 4 toéneyra og takvisi [Unique research on
tone and beat perception]. March 2, 2019.

e Morgunbladid newspaper and Mbl.is: Kanna tonnzmi og taktvisi [Investigate tone and beat
sensitivity]. February 26, 2019.

e National radio, Ras 2 (Morgunutvarpid): Commentator on research on amusia and beat
perception. February 25, 2019.
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